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will	 invest	and	build	 infrastructure	across	the	country	for	refined	bauxite	 in	return.	Ghana	has	vast	bauxite	deposits,	
many	untapped.	Therefore,	the	resource	remains	economically	unimportant	for	the	country.
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4.1	 |	 Narratives from the social movements
In	June	2017,	when	Ghanaians	officially	entered	a	memorandum	of	understanding	with	China	that	included	the	further	
development	of	Ghana's	bauxite	resources,	the	leading	NGO	A	Rocha	Ghana	posted	on	social	media:	“The	Government	
of	 Ghana	 just	 traded	 our	 water,	 our	 culture,	 and	 heritage	 to	 the	 Chinese	 and	 as	 is	 expected,	 the	 Chinese	 have	 also	







F I G U R E  1  Atewa	Forest	Reserve	study	area,	in	the	Eastern	Region,	Ghana	
Source:	Authors	
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The	movement	also	published	an	open	 letter	 they	wrote	 to	 the	Chinese	Ambassador	 in	Ghana	 in	2018.	The	story	
about	the	Chinese	activities	that	pollute	the	environment	takes	up	a	global	discourse	about	the	risks	of	China's	invest-
ments	in	Africa.	At	that	time,	it	was	neither	clear	nor	agreed	who	exactly	should	mine	at	Atewa	Forest.	The	so-	called	























Industries	 Conference	 in	 2019,	 Akuffo-	Addo	 declared	 that	 this	 issue	 could	 be	 solved	 with	 new	 technologies	 used	 in	
the	bauxite	industry,	avoiding	disturbance	of	wildlife.	In	December	2019,	during	a	media	encounter,	the	president	af-










the	 four	main	priorities	of	 the	Ghana	Beyond	Aid	 initiative:	 (1)	 industrialisation,	 (2)	agriculture,	 (3)	corruption,	and	
(4)	education.	Ghana	Beyond	Aid	is	designed	to	provide	money,	jobs,	and	raw	materials	to	reduce	poverty	nationwide.	
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This	double	dimension,	of	being	 the	material	 foundation	 for	Ghana	Beyond	Aid	and	being	embedded	within	 this	








In	 the	 early	 stages	 of	 the	 bauxite	 mining	 plans,	 there	 was	 simply	 the	 promoted	 idea	 of	 developing	 an	 integrated	











F I G U R E  2  Statement	of	President	Akufo-	Addo	on	his	social	media	channels	(2018)	

















































political	but	 it	deconstructs	 the	processes	that	created	a	powerful	 legitimisation.	It	allows	understanding	of	“how	
future	gets	translated	into	space”	(Müller-	Mahn,	2019,	n.p.).	Future-	making	and	the	creation	of	a	national	imaginary	
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